
VOUCHERS: WHAT & HOW  
 

WHAT IS A HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER? 
A voucher covers a portion of a person’s rent if that person is age 18 or older and has 
limited income. Many adults with disabilities qualify, even if they are currently living 
with their family that does not have income concerns.  
 
A voucher is different from a waiver. A waiver covers supports, such as staff help. 
Vouchers cover a portion of the cost of rent, but do not cover staff support. Moving 
into a place of your own is often a lot easier if you have both.  
 
Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA) is the local organization that 
decides how many vouchers to give out and when to offer them. LADD is the liaison 
with CMHA to manage the voucher process for people with disabilities in Hamilton 
County. 
 

HOW DO I GET A VOUCHER? 

Step One – LADD Waiting List         
Get your family member’s name on the LADD Voucher Waiting List by contacting 
LADD at housing@laddinc.org.  LADD helps manage the waiting list for people 
supported by Hamilton County DD Services.  LADD staff are experienced with the 
Voucher process and can help the person and family compile all the information they 
need to get on the waiting list. When you put your name on the LADD Voucher 
Waiting List, you are NOT signing up any other LADD services. 
 
In addition, when you put your family member’s name on this list you are helping us 
know how many people with disabilities in Hamilton County will need help with rent 
in order to live more independently. We can use this waiting list to advocate for more 
vouchers for people with disabilities.  

 
 
 



Step Two: LADD puts your name in the CMHA Lottery  
Once LADD has your family member’s information, they will put that name in the 
lottery.  Going through LADD can offer a level of assurance that all the information is 
correctly submitted.  If you want to enter your family member’s name and 
information in the lottery directly, you can do so on the CHMA website . For more 
information: https://cintimha.com/hcv/waiting-list/ 

  

Step Three: Names are pulled in the CMHA Lottery  
CMHA draws names at random from the waiting list. If your family member’s name is 
drawn, CMHA will notify that person. Not everyone whose name is drawn gets their 
voucher at the same time.  Even after the name is pulled, it can take months and 
even a year for your voucher to become available.  
 
 

 Step Four:  CONGRATULATIONS!   
As new CMHA vouchers are released, CMHA contacts the person at the top of the 
list.  If you’re offered a voucher and you don’t take it, you lose it, and you’ll need to 
start the process of getting on the LADD waiting list again. It may be years before 
you get another chance. 
 
Once you get the final word that the voucher is available, you will have 90 days to 
find a rental unit and landlord who will accept the voucher. Once you have the 
voucher, it will continue as long you remain income eligible and cooperate with the 
annual recertification process. 
 

??? Questions?? 
Contact LADD at: housing@laddinc.org or your SSA (Service and Support  
 Administrator) if you have one. 

https://cintimha.com/hcv/waiting-list/

